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Dear Stakeholder 

 
Environmental Farming Scheme Update 

 
I am writing to provide you with an update on the roll-out of the Environmental Farming 
Scheme (EFS). 

 
The first tranche of EFS received a total of 2,363 applications, comprising 928 Higher 
Level and 1,435 Wider Level applications. 

 
EFS Higher Level 

 
Letters of Offer issued to 422 Higher Level applicants on 12 June.  The next stage is for 
these applicants to engage an external planner to draw up a site specific Remedial 
Management Plan (ssRMP).  At present we estimate that approximately 140 applicants 
have already engaged planners. 

 
Two planner training sessions have taken place.  A list of environmental planners who 
have completed the training for EFS is published on the DAERA website.  A third and 
final planner training session will take place in August. 

 
Completed ssRMPs will need to be returned to DAERA by 26 September.  The first 
Higher Level agreements will start in January 2018. 

 
The remaining 506 Higher Level applicants were notified that their application was 
unsuccessful in Tranche 1 and that they are invited to re-apply when Tranche 2 opens for 
in 2018. 

 
 
 
 



 

EFS Wider Level 
 

All valid Wider Level applications will be offered an agreement.  The Department will 
commence issuing Wider Level agreements shortly and a press release will announce 
this.  All successful applicants will have received their agreement by July. 

 
EFS Group Pilot Projects 

 
A call for pilot projects proposals issued in April and 5 Group Pilot Project are being 
progressed.  Specifications and contracts for each project are being prepared.  DAERA 
will be meeting individually with the facilitators to agree these documents and get the 
projects underway this year. 

 
EFS Tranches 2 and 3. 

 
Two further tranches of EFS are planned for 2018 and 2019.  Subject to available 
funding, we are aiming for 850 Higher Level agreements in 2018 and 2019 and 1,400 
Wider Level agreements each year. 

 
Natura 2000 Conservation Management Plans 

 
A tender for the procurement of up to 23 Natura 2000 Conservation Management Plans 
will be launched via eTendersNI by the end of July 2017.  Any organisation interested in 
tendering for this contract will need to be registered as a supplier on the eTendersNI 
website.  If you wish to register please click here to register. 

 
I hope that you find this update helpful. 

 
I will update you again towards the end of the year on progress with Tranche 1 and plans 
for Tranche 2. 

 
Yours sincerely 

 

 
 

Brian Ervine 
Head of Environmental Farming Branch 

https://etendersni.gov.uk/epps/prepareRegisterEOOrg.do?registerEO=true&selectedItem=prepareRegisterEOOrg.do%3FregisterEO%3Dtrue

